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November 6, 1962 


Dear Mr. Chairman; 

I am surprised that in your letter, u-hich I received • 
yeeterday, you suggeot’that in giving your representative ■ 
in New York a list of the weapons wo consider offensive 
there was any desire on our pi^rt to complicate the situa* 
tion. Our- intention was just tiic opposite: to stick to a 
-known list, and not to introduce any now factoi's. 

But there is really only one major item on the list, beyond 
th . missiles .and their equipment, ?.r.d that is the light 
bombers with their equipment., This item* la indeed of 
great imi>ortance to us. 

• • 

The solution of the Cuban affair was catabliahed by my 
letter to you of- October twenty-seventh and your reply of 
October twenty-eighth. You will recall tJiat in my letter 
of October twenty-seventh, Z referred to ‘'all weapons 
systems in Cuba capable of offensive us 6.*' You will also 
recall that in my broadcast adiress of 'October tweaty- 
fiocond, in Addition to medium-range ballistic missiles, I 

mentioned specifically «jet bomberp capable of carrying 
nuclear weapons, » as *'an explicit threat to the peace and 
-ccurity of all £,-»e Americas, *• Finally, my proclamatien 
of October twenty-feird entiUed “Interdiction of the Delivery 
of Offensive Weapons to Cuto" speclficaUV licted bomber 
aircraft. These facts were all known ‘at the time ©f our 
ekcHahge of letters pn Cuba, ajad so it seems clear tp me 
that PUT exchange of lettars ciyyrers the 11 .- 26 ( 1 , since ypur 
undprtakiag was tP remove the weapons we described as 
ofjf^sive. 

Your letter cays — and Z agree -- that we should not com- 
plicate the situation by minor things. But I assure you 
that this matter of lL- 28 s is not a mia6r matter for us 
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at 2 ill. Xt is true* of couroOf t:hat tiieao bombers arc not 
tho x-rtoct modern of weapons, but tbey are distinctly capable 
of effonsivo uoo against the United States and other ‘WeGtern 
Hemispheric countries, and 1 am sure your own military 
men would inform you that the continued odstenco of such 
bombora In Cuba would require substantial mcasurea of 
military defease In reaponoe by the United States* Thus, 
in simple lo|[ic these -axe weapons capable of offensive use. 

But there is more In it than that, Mr, Chairman. These 
bombers could carry nuclear weapons for long distances, 
and they are clearly not needed, any more thnn mlGoilco, 
for purely defensive purposes on, the island of Cuba. Thus 
in the present context their continued presence would custain 
the grave tension that has been created, axxd their removal, 
in my view, is necessary to a good start oh ending the recent 
crisis. 

I am not clear as to what items you object to on the list 
wliich Ambassador Stevenson lixanded to Mr, Kusneteov, I 
can assure you I have no desire to cause you difficulties by 
any wide interpretation of the deflnlUons weapons which ■ 
we coxxsider offensive and l am instructihg my representa- 
tive in Hew York to confer prompUy with Mr, Kusnetsov 
and to be as fort^comlixg as pc^ssible in order to meet any 
' legitimate' complaints may have in order to roach a . 

quick solution which Would ezuLble our agreement to bo 
carried to completion. I entirely agree vdth your state- . 
ment that'we should wind up tlie imme<Uate crisis promptly, 
imd X assure you that on our siLdo we are ir^istSng only <m . 
what is immediately essential !for progress in tiue matter. 

In order to make our position clearn 1 tMnk I should go on 
to give you a full sense of the very strong feelings we have 
about this whole affair here Is the Unit^ States • - 

• 

These receht events have given a profound shock to rela- 
tions between our two countries, ft may be sold, as Mr. 
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Kttznetoov oaid tho other day to Itr. .Me :ioy, tho 
Soviet Union waa under no obH-at .on to .r.Icrn-. v a 
actl^dtlot It tyaa carrying on in ;i . -ird « c.aru y. . can* 

Rot accept thla view;, not only d.d a; .icn . ncctca tr.c 
v/liole aafety of this hcml8ph«;rc, Uat it /ao, « ...iconor 
cense, a danserouo attempt to chtins© t: c v,-c,iid-v.'-,.au 
• status quo. Secret action o£ tKia kind sccinc to rao oohi 
hSS'ttous and unjustified. But howovor one may judge 
that arcument* what actuaUy happened m thic caco ^s.s not 
ttimpiy that the action of your rides v/as acerct. Your 
Government repeatedly gave us aasitfai ccs ot what jae 
not doing; these aapurancee were aimouacca au c a.nig 
thp highest levels, and they psoved luaccurt^te. . 

1 do not refer boro oxily to the TASS article of September* 
but also to commanl<»,tlone whlcli were addressed to the 
highest levels of our Coveramcat; dirougli channels which 
heretofore had been used lor confidential meesagea from 

the highest loveli ol yottf 0wer*wnoot. Through ^so 

channels we were specUi^ly infonaed that no misoUes 
would be placed in Cuba -which w-a-uld have a rango capable 
of reaching the United Staten. In rellaace upon these 
aesorancos 1 att^i>to<l. as yOj» h*ww, to res train those 
who were giving warixiaigi fai this* cesBJtry about tho tread 
of events In Cuba, t^ius nadsulaUo photographic evidence 
that offensive weapons wsrsi hsthg installed wao a deep and 
dangeroQS shocki first to this Oovormasnt and tlten to our 
sritole i^eopAe, . 

■’ ]h the aftermath ef this shock, to which we ropUod with 
a meaeured hot necessary response, I beUevo It la vital 
that we should re-estabUsh some degree of confidence in 
. communication between the two of us. If the loaders of 
• ' the two.great nuclear powers cajinot judge with tseme 

accuracy the intentions of «tach other, we shall find our- 
selves in a period of , gravely increasing danger — not only 
for our two countries but for the whole world. 
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♦ 

I therefore hope thaifc you will promptly recofni^,c that when 

tHelr temodtat. .upportlng eqvUpmoat, »„ «rc try n, ' 

clca^.'t ‘^*^■*5*, *’“• •‘"P>y "toting ,Ant vr/. 

Clearly Included In oar, under itaudiag of October twentv- 

Bevcnth and tweaty-elgbfc. I .haU dcmtlnae to abide fJuv 

f twcnty-ee:^^^^^ 

V the cjondltlona itated la that letter 

untinr 

ngnin.. th *** -feganri. 


. J ’ 


la ^ Chairman, that 

of u* whl^?Li«iiS^- ^ pJ^dldentt immediately ahead 

tne problem of contiatilag veriacatioa^ Your 

^y. ,pok«i «, If tM. “.rhl^iur 

SrW^tim 0^1 •“ “>• oontlnnlng 

U Pf .<^«.»« w«jK«, In Cob. * 

It an eaeeptlal eafegoard for the UnUed Statee and eh- 
countriee icd thle nn i I"™ • too other. 

vioclngly^demwtral^ by eAut bappJLd in toe 

month, oi Septet nnddo^ ^ 




« , •"'•• .-, ” ••* •.', , ’-^'^-. 7 -' ii- V «. -h"-. '-I . -' • 'r‘ ■, 

mnaod. 

r..^n.lMUnr »f yo« Onv.rn«n«t 

wblch you l^v. ,r,y«.a ,0 Cuta »« 


."' . 'V*-' •.’ 


.'^v - * V b i- J ■-■■' '•< • ■ “ V * . 

■<i\ .•_• *••%>-> ..f 9.h*Vt».u..« ■.».*►«, *..1,1^ |S....,„ •■'» ‘ :' '■• 
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v/ith this surveillanco which 8c> impcrtaat lb uc rJl Li 
obtaiaiag reliable laforaiathjn or. which Iraoi ovc ricata i 
the Bltuatloa can be based. It was of great lrnr.trlance. 
for example, for me last to bo nLle to aaacuuco 
with confidence that dismaatllag oi miaaUoa had be-un. 


Finally, I would Uke to say a word s^oirt loQjcr range 
naatters. I think we irmat both recognise that it uilTbe 

very difCi^ult for any of us Iji thir; hcmiapherc lo look 
forward to any real improvenoont; In our relations v/ith 
Cuba if it continuoa to bo a rnilltury outpost of th:; Soviet 
Union. We Iiave limited our action at present to tlie 
problem of offensive weapons, b Jtt I do think it may he 
important for you to consider whether a real normaUaa- 
tloa of toe Cuba inroblom can be eswUaged while there 
remains In Cuba large mimbers ef Soviet liklitory tech-' 
nlciaas. and r?iajor weapons 0yst«!ma and communications 
complexes under Soviet control, nil with the roevr rent 
psossibUlty that offensive wespona might be eccreiiy and 
^pldly reintroduced. That is why I think there is much 
wisdom in the conclusion cocpresced In yoar letter of 
October 26th. that when our undertakings against luvacioa 

^ midltaty spocialicts in Cuba 

disappear. That is the tieol |»ato to progress la the 
Coban problem. And in thii connection In particular, I 
hope ynn ^or« laart attach the greatest 

toportance to the personal aHSurimces yon have given that 
submarine; bases will not be estabUshed in Cuba. 


X believe that Cuba can never have normal relations with 
toe other nations of this hemiopheire unless it ceases to 
appear to be a foreign mUltary bane and adopts a peaceful 
course of non-interference in tho eiffalrs of its eicter 
nations. These wider considerations may belong to a 
later phase of the problem^ but I hope tbtiS you v/ill cive 

them careful tbought. 

bi the immediate situation, however, X repeat that it is 
tho witlairawal of the missileti and bombars, v/lth their 



Approved For Release 2004/02/19 : CIA-RDP80B01676R001 7001 80049-4 



Approved For Fielease 2004/02/19 : CIA-RDP80B01676R001 7001 80049-4 

- 6 - 


nc:>"-jrtin2 ccuipniciit, iinUor ac.-:;c.‘.ate v.-rliic.-^- 
r. proper cystem for ccoi:inaed erfe: : 

fuLiirc, Cnt ir; eppcntiei. 1i.it: it iLs ncC' 

p.y/py i'rcrri tiic cririr to opoa thy dcor tore' 
c:,:aj r,: ovc Cu zeotorc ctni*dcnce atid otter.o' 
proLl:;me which ought to bo naeolvod In the'lntc: 
peace. , _ ■ . 

Luiitiorely, ; ' 


-'-■3 « r.;'i 

a -:.C 

y 1 ’A ■.re.: - .'c 
a do cU.cr 
cat Cl 



liis Excellency 

iMilcita S. Khrushchev 

Chairman cf the Council of Ministers 

of the l7:-.icr. c.^ hox'iet Socialict Rcoutllcs 
Mogccw 


■ /. 

♦ 


Approved For Release 2004/02/19 : CIA-RDP80B01676R001 7001 80049-4 



